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 Cllr’s, 
  
I am writing to yourselves as a representative of a newly mobilised group of parents who are 
gravely concerned by the lack of choice in secondary schools for pupil’s resident in Cheswick 
Village, Scholar’s Chase, and surrounding developments. We are looking to secure more 
secondary provision in closer proximity to these developments. 
  
We live in South Gloucestershire, on the border with Bristol, with numerous secondary schools in 
the area. However, whilst there appears to be plenty of parental choice, in reality there is none 
due to boundary issues or over-subscription of local schools: 

         Schools just over the boundary in Bristol, favour Bristol children, some of whom may 

live considerably further, over South Gloucestershire children in the local vicinity. 

         Abbeywood catchment area has shrunk significantly over the past 4 years, meaning 

most of the new build developments are outside the catchment. 

         Bradley Stoke Community School has a ridiculously small catchment (less than 1 

mile) and is also out of reach of the new developments. 

  
Therefore, Patchway school, due to its surplus places, is the school usually offered through the 
admissions process. This raises several issues for parents in the south-east of the Area of Prime 
responsibility (APR): 

         Patchway is not reachable either by walking or cycling in a reasonable time frame. 

(We note the council’s recent communications asking parents not to use cars when 

dropping children at school.) 

         Patchway is in the North West of the APR, most new build housing is in the South 

East of the APR. 

         Parents cannot consider their own child’s pastoral needs, ethos of the school or 

academic specialisms in choosing a school. 

  
We note Item 8 on this cabinet’s agenda – Patchway Feasibility Study. However, the scope of the 
report is too narrow: 

         It fails to consider the location of new housing builds in the APR vs where the 

additional places will be created. 



         It fails to analyse catchment areas of existing provision to enable informed choices by 

the council. 

         It fails to justify the expansion of Patchway School over expanding Bradley Stoke 

Community School or creating a new school in the South-East of the APR. 

         It fails to adequately consider the council’s clean air strategy, or the climate 

emergency the Council’s own declaration acknowledges we are facing, in terms of car 

journeys generated getting pupils to and from school. 

         It fails to show where pupils being generated from current in progress housing will be 

able to be accommodated and what impact that will have on other areas within the APR. 

  
We wish to: 

         Ensure the council are aware of the lack of adequate secondary provision in 

this densely populated part of South Gloucestershire. 

         Ensure that the council understands that changes to provision in Patchway 

affect all parents and pupils across the APR and surrounding areas. 

         Engage constructively with the council and its officers to ensure any future 

documents produced by the council look at the wider issues within the whole of the 

APR. 

         Work with the council to come up with solutions which benefit all parents 

within and around the whole of the APR 

         Ask that the forthcoming update to the Commissioning of Places Strategy 

takes the views of parents into consideration. 

  
  
We ask that councillors and council officers meet with parents to discuss concerns and issues 
before continuing with this assessment or the Commissioning of Places Strategy. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Edward Walters 
 

David Redgewell south west transport network and Railfuture, Severnside 

 

Firstly we need to look at social distancing Marshals in south Gloucestershire and across 

the WECA mayoral transport authority area. 

 

Where social distancing is required in Town centre s and at bus stops and interchange and 

bus stations.  

Where we are see passengers not social distancing. Especially at Cribbs causeway bus 

station and yate bus station Kingswood town centre and Thornbury lockdown . 



 

In Devon and Cornwall the police and crime commissioner is providing marshalling in 

Newquay and Truro this could of course happen in with the Avon and Somerset police and 

crime commissioner. And for the Avon and Somerset police and British transport police to 

enforcement of mask wearing on public transport unless your exempt. Sue Mountstevens 

PCC and John Williams Assistant PCC 

 

Timetable information and realtime needs to be restored.  

 

Local plan . 

With regards to the local plan we would like to see clear commitment to the metro west 

railway network on the line to Gloucester from Bristol Temple meads to Lawrence hill 

Stapleton road new station at Ashley down Filton Abbey wood  Filton North platform, and 

Henbury with  the opposition to expand the Train service to St Andrew's road and 

Avonmouth Dock. Hopefully with a half hourly service. In the future and a link to Bristol 

parkway station for Filton North North platform. for the new area 

 

The other lines include Bristol parkway station to yate, Charfield station, Cam and Dursley 

and Stonehouse Bristol road and Gloucester and Cheltenham spa.  

We need to improve public transport bus and rail links to Severn beach and new 

developments  

The Bristol Temple meads line needs a half hourly service to Severn beach. With a new 

station at Portway parkway.  

New car park are required at seven Beach railway stations and at Patchway station with 

disabled lifts . 

Park and ride sites near HENBURY Cribbs causeway top of the M32 and at Falfield .with 

bus priority measures.  

Pilning station needs improvement with lighting shelter s and a new footbridge.  

to serve Severnside.  

 Metro bus route with From Bristol city centre to yate park and ride yate Railway station 

bus station and chipping sodbury. With continuing bus priority measures along 

the Motorway and Avon ring road. Bus lanes to service the expansion of housing in coalpit 

Health  

 

The metro bus to extend to Thornbury  From Aztec west to Rudgeway and Alverston. With 

bus priorities measures and bus lanes. 

Metro bus routes to cribbs causeway bus station which needs regeneration to Bristol 

parkway station. Interchange which needs completing and UWE bus station.  

We need to see the weca mayoral transport authority improve bus service on orbital routes 

Bath spa bus station to Weston RuH Kelson Bitton Cadbury heath warmley kingswood 

Hillfields Staple Hill Downend UWE bus station Bristol parkway station and Cribbs 

causeway bus station. Route 19  

Service 18 Bath spa bus station saltford keynsham  North common warmley kingswood 

Hillfields staple hill Downend UWE Bristol parkway station and cribbs causeway bus 

station.  

10 Mangotsfield Downend Uwe Bristol parkway station Southmead hospital.  

Better  bus links to Cribbs causeway Patchway new town centre scheme.  

Better bus service to Charfield from Thornbury town centre and to Wotton-under-edge, 

Cam and  Dursley and Gloucester bus station  



.its is very  important to have good public transport networks walking and cycling 

strategy  for new town and centre s for Development North Bristol ,East Bristol cribbs 

causeway patchway new neighbourhood', coalpit heath,Thornbury Yate ,Charfield 

cheswick,lockleaze winterbourne.  

 

We are very keen  to see the light rail system to Cribbs Causeway from Bristol and link  to 

Bath  add to the plan as light rail system study is being carried out by the WECA mayoral 

transport authority.  

South Gloucestershire need to trans main public transport officers  bus stop shelter 

stops  and maintenance to WECA and all railway officers to weca mayoral transport 

authority. We also need a car parking policy in south Gloucestershire.  

To plan and build the west of England railway metro . 

We need to build a proper infrastructure improvements teams within the public transport 

Authority.to carry out local transport planning and the new  weca mayoral plan.  

North Somerset council needs to join weca mayoral transport and planning authority.  

With local government reorganisation both in both Somerset and Gloucestershire it is 

important that we have a strong WECA mayoral transport authority  

If Banes and mendip district council merger then WECA will be a stronger authority.  

We also need western gateway transport board and south west transport board to merge.  

As the Midlands engine has been getting extra money for public transport network 

unconscious with new developments.  

Please bring our statement to the cabinet meetings and I would like to speak . 

 
 

 

 

 


